
Course Syllabus 

Welcome 

 Alexandra Dove 

 adove@smuhsd.org 

 room #136  

Course Description 

You will be required to complete a variety of activities that will provide you with a greater 
understanding of the content as well as strengthen your critical thinking and literacy skills. I’m looking 
forward to a fun and intellectually exciting year, and I hope you are as well. I am confident that you all 
are all capable of excelling in this class! 

  

Historical Thinking and Common Core Skills 

In addition to learning the various content covered, you will also have the opportunity to improve your 
skills, such as: 

○ develop coherent written arguments that have a thesis supported by relevant 
historical evidence (Historical argumentation). 

○ identify and evaluate diverse historical interpretations (Interpretation). 
○ analyze evidence about the past from diverse sources, such as written 

documents, maps, images, quantitative data (charts, graphs, tables), and works 
of art (Appropriate use of historical evidence). 

○ examine relationships between causes and consequences of events or 
processes (Historical causation). 

○ identify and analyze continuity and change over time and connect them to larger 
historical processes or themes (Patterns of change and continuity over time). 

○ investigate and construct different models of historical periodization 
(Periodization). 

○ compare historical developments across or within societies in various 
chronological and geographical contexts (Comparison). 

○ connect historical developments to specific circumstances of time and place, and 
to broader regional, national, or global processes (Contextualization). 



○ combine disparate, sometimes contradictory evidence from primary sources and 
secondary works in order to create a persuasive understanding of the past and 
to apply insights about the past to other historical contexts or circumstances, 
including the present (Synthesis) 

Course Objectives 

By the successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Develop an economic way of thinking. 
2. Understand different economic systems used throughout the world. 
3. Understand the nature of, changes in, and elasticity of supply and demand. 
4. Identify the benefits and limitations of the price system and how prices are managed and 

determined. 
5. Explain how markets are competitive, and how they are regulated. 
6. Identify and differentiate the types of business organizations that exist. 
7. Understand the role of labor unions, their history, and how they affect the economy. 
8. Demonstrate knowledge regarding capital and its sources.  

Student Learning Outcomes: We're EPIC! 

● Effective Communicators and Collaborators 
● Positive contributors to the community 
● Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 
● Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

What you can expect from me: 

● To teach an engaging 
class that encourages 
curiosity and enthusiasm 
for learning 

● To help all students 
succeed 

● To be fair and consistent 

What I expect from students: 

● To come to class prepared and 
ready to engage with the 
material and a willingness to 
work hard 

● To be respectful of themselves 
and others 

Topics Covered 

Unit 1: Basics of Economics 

Unit 2: Market Economy 



Unit 3: Personal Finance 

Unit 4: The Federal Economy 

Course Materials 

Each day you will be expected to bring the following materials to class with you (if you can not acquire 
these materials, please see me for accommodations): 

● Folder to be used for this class only 
● Blue/Black pens and pencils 
● Red pens and highlighters 

Additional readings (digital and hard copy) will be provided throughout semester.  

Assignments 

Assignments/Coursework 

Throughout this semester, you will be responsible for a number of assignments, both in and outside 
of class. These assignments will consist of chapter notes, individual readings, worksheets, individual 
and group projects, and tests. They are devised to promote and assess learning and skill 
development, allow students to connect to the material presented in class; and provide a greater 
context of the material by connecting the material beyond the curriculum and to current events.  

Each day, I will post the class and homework assignments on the board and on CANVAS. Make sure 
you check both every day. All assignments should be turned on the due date specified. If you are 
absent, it is your responsibility to contact classmates and check CANVAS. 

Homework 

Homework is used to supplement the in-class assignments and will be counted towards your final 
grade (See below). Assignments are comprised of outline notes and current events. Additionally, you 
will be expected to complete work on your summative assignments outside of class.  Please see the 
District Board Homework Policy (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. for more 
information.  

Outline Notes 

Through the year, you will be required to take notes from the textbook or video lectures created by 
Ms. Dove. At times, you will be able to use your notes on activities such as notes quizzes or projects. 

Current Events 

A few times a month students will be required to write a report on a news article from the week’s 
newspapers. This assignment will be due every Friday, and should summarize the event, address 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M9nFz-270RonUwanI8ikyqDKuolUxNimtxqYPHU5Ymw/edit


who has been affected, why the event is important, and your own thoughts/ response. The minimum 
length is half a page, single spaced (handwritten or typed). Articles should come from the main 
sections of the newspaper. You can use a paper newspaper (New York Times, San Francisco 
Chronicle), news magazine (i.e. Time) or an online source (CNN, Yahoo News, etc.); cut out the 
article or write the complete website address at end of the current event. Finally, neatness is a priority 
and will be part of the assignment grade (please write clearly). Max. 1 page. The format of the current 
event should be as follows: 

○ Summary (important details): (5-6 sentences) 
○ Importance of event (why is important to know about this article?): (3-4 

sentences) 
○ How this connects to lesson/themes in class: (3-4 sentences) 
○ Why you chose the article/ your response and/or thoughts on the topic: (3-4 

sentences) 

          Current Event Example (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

Summative Assessments 

Throughout the semester, you will be responsible for demonstrating your knowledge and skill 
development in exams, writing assignments, projects, and seminars.  Anything we have covered in 
class or in assigned readings may appear on exams. Major tests will be scheduled at the completion 
of each unit.  After each unit test, you might have an opportunity to complete test corrections for 
half-credit.  This is an optional assignment.  Test corrections must be completed according to the 
format to be eligible for credit. Students must complete the Final in order to pass the course. 

Late Work Policy 

Late work due to unexcused absence/without prior approval is accepted for most assignments. If an 
assignment is from the Progress Work category (see below), it will not be docked points for lateness 
(within reason). Instead, late work will be accounted in the Participation/Completion category. 
Assignments turned in late to the Mastery/Summative category will receive reduced credit. 
Assignments will NOT be accepted if the unit has been completed. Late work due to excused 
absences/prior approval will not receive a reduction of credit due to lateness.  

Grades 

Grades will be comprised of homework, in-class assignments, tests, and your level of participation. It 
is up to you to decide what grade you’re going to get.  It is your responsibility to keep up with 
readings, assignments, etc. This course will be challenging, but manageable. If you have questions 
about a grade received, I am always happy to discuss it with you outside of class. 

Grade Categories: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fi24DpXdIk5CrM1XNPEppZDU0BYnmy_wQ2kFrT9-tc8/edit?usp=sharing


Mastery of Knowledge/Summative Assessments: 60% 

● This grade is comprised of your summative assessment activities (exams, seminars, 
paragraphs and essays); you will be assessed on how effectively you have been to 
demonstrate your knowledge. 

● The majority of your grade is comprised of this category; you will notice that these 
assignments have a higher point value than other categories. 

Progress Work/Formative Assessments: 25% 

● This category is comprised of in class assignments, homework, and skill based activities. 
● Additionally, this category is used as a vehicle for providing feedback on your skill 

development; as such you will at times receive a grade on your work that will not be 
entered into the grade book, but will be used to chart your growth. 

Participation & Completion: 15% 

● You will receive a grade at the end of each grading period (six weeks) based on your 
abilities to turn assignments in on time, to follow assignment guidelines (i.e. Proper 
headings, format, etc.), and appropriate behavior in class: bringing requested materials, 
coming to class on time, perseverance, participating appropriately in class discussions and 
activities,  as well as maintaining your class notebook. 

● This category assess your “life skills”, and as such is separate from the previous categories 
which assess your knowledge and academic skills. 

  

Meaning of Grade Codes (on School Loop): 

A  =   Superior work                                                        B  =   Exceeded the requirement 

C  =   Fulfilled the basic requirement                              D  =   Below expectation 

F  =   Failed to meet requirement                                   M  =   Missing, can still make up for credit 

INC =  Incomplete, can complete for more credit           0   =   Missing, can no longer make up 

  

Grades are based on the following percentages: 

A+   100%           A    93-99%          A-   90-92%       B+   88-89%      B  83-87             B-   80-82%  

C+   78-79%       C    73-77%          C-   70-72%       D     60-69%      F   <59% 

  

You can view your grades using the GRADES button in the course navigation links. Please check 
your grades regularly to make certain that I have received all your assignments. If you have a 

https://smuhsd.instructure.com/courses/3203/grades


question about a grade, email me through the INBOX. Please do not post your personal concerns in a 
discussion topic.  

Tutoring/Interventions 

I am here to support your learning! I am available during Flex Time: Tuesdays rm 136, 
Wednesdays rm 152 as well during most 7th periods and after school. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out with questions or concerns.  

  

Academic Honesty/Student Conduct 

As a student at SMUHSD, you are expected to follow the San Mateo County Community College 
District Board Policy 7.69.1 for Standards of Student Conduct, Prohibited Actions and Disciplinary 
Procedures (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.and College of San Mateo’s Guidelines 
Addressing Cheating and Plagiarism (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.. This means 
that you should not: 

● Cheat 
● Plagiarize, that is, use another person’s words or ideas as your own without proper 
● Let another student login to your CANVAS account. 

Such actions will not be tolerated and will result in a 0 for the assignment. Any incidence of plagiarism 
and/or cheating will be reported to the administration, and parents/guardians will be contacted. 

 

https://smccd-public.sharepoint.com/BoardProcedures/7_69.1.pdf
https://smccd-public.sharepoint.com/BoardProcedures/7_69.1.pdf
https://smccd-public.sharepoint.com/BoardProcedures/7_69.1.pdf
http://collegeofsanmateo.edu/academicpolicies/cheatingandplagiarism.asp
http://collegeofsanmateo.edu/academicpolicies/cheatingandplagiarism.asp

